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FALL HARVEST
FESTIVAL

Hosted by library

Matthew and Sara greet thoir friend, Mia, and her mother, Deb MacLaflin, as they come to party to kick off the new Web site for
Tha Birthday Club, Photo by Bronda Sullivan.
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‘Birthday Club’ is for giving, not receiving

By BaEspa SrLpLwvas
ReminderNews

hen Kate Hohenthal was a
young girl, her mother ran
the church thrift shop, and

ane v, jusl bifore Chrisimas, & mian
game in saying he'd lost his job and
resilind il for an inferview, He found
two suite, bot could only pay for one,
fince hw had mony children at homa,
He also said his children wouldn't be
meoeiving Christmas gifts

Hahenthal's mother told this story o
the fumily, and they deckded to give the
man the otber suit “And she told me
thut ke wmnied me to ghe ot least one
ol my toys, prefermbly o new one, io this
man's children, She would make sure
that there was ane now gl for each
child. And that's what we did.” Hohen-
thal said

This lesson in lending a helping hand
i kind Hohenthal's idea for Ths
Hirthday Club, which began with her
own children, Sarm, 10, and Malthew, B
I At she anad b hushand, Carl, whio
live in Manchester, decided fo ask
friemils to eontribsote e for thie local
food pantry instesd of bringing gifts to
Rara's mnd Matthew's hirthday portles

The children already got 1ois of pres-
enis from fumily, =1 wal also swie of
so much nesd for people in ol coimm-
nlty - piadgale i Aoed of thie husles of Hio
- piepclally food,” Hobenthal sald.

When her childron asked o they
cotld have a “regular” birthday party,
their mother explained that birthday
partles are about celabrating lifia.

She brought them to the pantry,
whire (hey shelve thelr donations and
goe the empty shelves fill up with food
“T' bl wins m groat conmmection for themn,”
Hohenthal s

I 20045, she decided 1o croate o Wob
gite to help other familiss host this kind
of party, Thie first step wis bo make sk
The Birthday Club would really belp
"If someone participaios in The Birth-
day Club and donates food - but then
doesn't donate their usual way. such as
through thelr church or senbior oEnbsr
there is nd net gadn of food,"” shesaid.

5o, Hohenthal whies okl an MBA In
organizational behavior and 18 paraug-
fng m doctorate [ sducational laeder
ship at the University of Hartford - and
MACC Food Pantry Director Dale Doll
trachéd donatlons over a three-vear -
riod, and found that the parties really
diel imerense dojiatlons

MACC Food Pantry Director Dale Doll gives Sars and Matthew each a

e
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1

e

Certificate of Participation for donations from The Birthday Club.

“I've meally enjoved working with
Kate. | think it ks grest to get kids start
ol on thinking of others at & voung S,
It's good fior them and good for the com-
munity, We've hiad 8 good response, and
1 think weTl see even more people in-
valved, now it she has the VYaeb glke,
[hal] saidd,

Hobenihal's Web aitn puls all The
Birthday Club tools in one place, [or
firei. [t officially lnunched in Augiist &t
wiww thebirthdayeloh net.

The lools apply for parties whers
puesis bring only donated food pantry
items, or bring donations in addition to
i gl There are invititlons, thank you
notes and eertificates of particlpation
thint enn b downloaded

And to keep partles from getting
itali, &ho siggeats thames

For cxample, iff the child's birthdsy is
meg the beginning of the schonl year,
for exampls, the party coald hove o
“Haek-to-School”™ theme. Guests hring
school supplies, or snacks such as small
bags of pretzels and chips, granola
boars, packnged cheese and erachers,
fruit rollups, jules boxes or even lunch
bags o plastle sandwich contalners,

Hohenthal suggests familiss oontact
thio food pantry, expliln whal they're
doing and try to it thelr theme to the
|:|||.||||;'_|,l':.. neadie. The Wish site nlso gives
fipoed paniries o centralized place lo reg
{eter, et their nemsds and acknowledgs
domwtions, although it's not reguined

MACC Food Pantry Director Dale
Dl {loft) receives soma food
donations from Kate Hohenthal and
her children, Sara and Matthew, rom
a party lsunching a new ‘Wab site for
Thae Birthday Club. Photos by Brenda
Eullivan.

As ol Nov, 21, the site had 130 unigoe
vistiors out of 241 hits and from around
the world, Incloding Gsermany, Laraal
Britain, lsrasl, Philipplnes, South Afri-
on, Bruzil. Conada, Ecuadaor, Jagin, e
men, Ching, France, the Metherlands
Australia, Brunel and Indonask,
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